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From the combo of understanding and actions, an individual can improve their ability as well as capacity. It
will certainly lead them to live and also work much better. This is why, the pupils, employees, or even
employers should have reading routine for books. Any type of publication Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die:
Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton Mackin will certainly provide certain expertise to take all
perks. This is what this Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton
Mackin tells you. It will certainly include even more expertise of you to life and also function better.
Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton Mackin, Try it and show it.

From Publishers Weekly
As a recent enlistee, Mackin (1898-1974) joined the 5th Marines in June, 1918, during the battle of Belleau
Wood. He served with the regiment until the Armistice as a rifleman and then as a runner--a job with a life
expectancy usually measured in hours. Mackin's memoir, supplemented by interviews taped in the 1970s,
covers six months of action. In direct and simple prose, his taut, immediate account details a time when, with
air support and field radios far in the future, machine guns and barbed wire still dominated the battlefield. In
overcoming these obstacles virtually unaided, the courage and initiative of such front-line soldiers as Mackin
and his comrades were tested to their limits and never found wanting. This immediate, eloquent report,
meriting comparison with Thomas Boyd's Marine Corps classic Through the Wheat (1923), belongs in all
collections on U.S. participation in WW I.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Edited from a combination of written records and tape recordings, this is the plain but powerful tale of a
World War I marine. Beginning as a raw recruit who joined his regiment during the battle of Belleau Wood
in June_ 1918, Mackin volunteered for the highly dangerous duty of runner. He survived all the subsequent
major marine actions of the war right up to the armistice and received several decorations for his service. In
unadorned but vivid prose loaded with details that bring the horrors of World War I battlefields to life, he
tells an exceptional new version of the old story of battle transforming a boy into a veteran. The relative
universality of this theme ought to gain his book an audience of more than just Great War buffs. Roland
Green

From Kirkus Reviews
A real curiosity: a highly mannered WW I diary, published nearly 80 years after being written and 20 years
after its author's death. Mackin (1898-1974) entered WW I in June 1918 as a 19-year-old Marine
infantryman. He was immediately thrust into the front lines. The ``Boche'' crouched a thousand feet away, on
Hill 142 in the Belleau Wood of France; it was the job of Mackin and other raw boys ``full of restlessness
and spice'' to win the hill and then the war. They did--although not, as this stylish diary makes clear, without
exposing themselves to unspeakable horrors. Mackin, who refers to himself in the third-person as ``Slim,''
plunged into the action by volunteering for the ``suicide squad'' as a ``runner,'' a man who steered soldiers



into the front lines. Within days of arrival, he'd killed his first German, recounted in a passage that reveals
the art, sometimes strained, that marks the diary: ``He reached for the tool of his trade. It came up, fitting in
snug comfort like the arm of a pal. Its smooth stock caressed him from shoulder to cheekbone. Habit?
Training! Target--the half-drawn breath--a finger pressure--recoil.'' Sometimes a young man's lyricism takes
over: ``We lay close-hugged to the earth, breathing the reek of mother soil and the mystery of night.'' Bright
snapshots abound, like the one of Skipper: When shot in the neck muscles, he unbuttons his collar, cleans the
wound with his finger, buttons up again, and returns to work. The horror of war never departs: rain of bullets,
threat of mustard gas, corpses sprawled in trees. Mackin didn't fulfill his literary potential; after the war, he
worked as a laborer, bus driver, appliance-store owner, and custodian. What a shame: the diary has the faults
one expects, and the promise one prays for. A fine addition to WW I literature. -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton Mackin Exactly how
can you transform your mind to be much more open? There many resources that can aid you to enhance your
ideas. It can be from the other encounters as well as story from some people. Reserve Suddenly We Didn't
Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton Mackin is one of the relied on sources to get.
You could discover numerous books that we discuss here in this internet site. And also now, we show you
one of the best, the Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton Mackin

Do you ever understand guide Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By
Elton Mackin Yeah, this is a really intriguing publication to review. As we informed formerly, reading is not
sort of obligation task to do when we have to obligate. Reviewing should be a practice, an excellent routine.
By checking out Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton Mackin,
you could open the brand-new globe as well as obtain the power from the world. Every little thing can be
gained via guide Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton Mackin
Well briefly, book is really effective. As exactly what we offer you here, this Suddenly We Didn't Want To
Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton Mackin is as one of reading book for you.

By reviewing this book Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton
Mackin, you will get the very best thing to obtain. The brand-new point that you do not have to invest over
cash to get to is by doing it on your own. So, just what should you do now? Check out the web link web page
and download the book Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton
Mackin You could get this Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton
Mackin by online. It's so simple, right? Nowadays, modern technology really assists you tasks, this online
publication Suddenly We Didn't Want To Die: Memoirs Of A World War I Marine By Elton Mackin, is also.
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Mackin's memoirs are a haunting portrayal of war in the tradition of All Quiet on the Western Front.
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As a recent enlistee, Mackin (1898-1974) joined the 5th Marines in June, 1918, during the battle of Belleau
Wood. He served with the regiment until the Armistice as a rifleman and then as a runner--a job with a life
expectancy usually measured in hours. Mackin's memoir, supplemented by interviews taped in the 1970s,
covers six months of action. In direct and simple prose, his taut, immediate account details a time when, with
air support and field radios far in the future, machine guns and barbed wire still dominated the battlefield. In
overcoming these obstacles virtually unaided, the courage and initiative of such front-line soldiers as Mackin
and his comrades were tested to their limits and never found wanting. This immediate, eloquent report,
meriting comparison with Thomas Boyd's Marine Corps classic Through the Wheat (1923), belongs in all
collections on U.S. participation in WW I.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Edited from a combination of written records and tape recordings, this is the plain but powerful tale of a
World War I marine. Beginning as a raw recruit who joined his regiment during the battle of Belleau Wood
in June_ 1918, Mackin volunteered for the highly dangerous duty of runner. He survived all the subsequent
major marine actions of the war right up to the armistice and received several decorations for his service. In
unadorned but vivid prose loaded with details that bring the horrors of World War I battlefields to life, he
tells an exceptional new version of the old story of battle transforming a boy into a veteran. The relative
universality of this theme ought to gain his book an audience of more than just Great War buffs. Roland
Green

From Kirkus Reviews



A real curiosity: a highly mannered WW I diary, published nearly 80 years after being written and 20 years
after its author's death. Mackin (1898-1974) entered WW I in June 1918 as a 19-year-old Marine
infantryman. He was immediately thrust into the front lines. The ``Boche'' crouched a thousand feet away, on
Hill 142 in the Belleau Wood of France; it was the job of Mackin and other raw boys ``full of restlessness
and spice'' to win the hill and then the war. They did--although not, as this stylish diary makes clear, without
exposing themselves to unspeakable horrors. Mackin, who refers to himself in the third-person as ``Slim,''
plunged into the action by volunteering for the ``suicide squad'' as a ``runner,'' a man who steered soldiers
into the front lines. Within days of arrival, he'd killed his first German, recounted in a passage that reveals
the art, sometimes strained, that marks the diary: ``He reached for the tool of his trade. It came up, fitting in
snug comfort like the arm of a pal. Its smooth stock caressed him from shoulder to cheekbone. Habit?
Training! Target--the half-drawn breath--a finger pressure--recoil.'' Sometimes a young man's lyricism takes
over: ``We lay close-hugged to the earth, breathing the reek of mother soil and the mystery of night.'' Bright
snapshots abound, like the one of Skipper: When shot in the neck muscles, he unbuttons his collar, cleans the
wound with his finger, buttons up again, and returns to work. The horror of war never departs: rain of bullets,
threat of mustard gas, corpses sprawled in trees. Mackin didn't fulfill his literary potential; after the war, he
worked as a laborer, bus driver, appliance-store owner, and custodian. What a shame: the diary has the faults
one expects, and the promise one prays for. A fine addition to WW I literature. -- Copyright ©1993, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Most helpful customer reviews

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Excellent Read
By Edward L. Semler
The writing style threw me at first. The book is written in short one to four or five page "thoughts" or
remembrances. And written in third person. But once I got into the flow of the writing style I didn't want to
put it down. The short stories follow this Marines day to day fighting from Belleau Wood to the last day of
the war. The book starts in the trenches and ends in the trenches. This hero tells it like it was.....

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful.
Vietnam was nothing new
By Eric T. Dean
Mackin's book is a spare, at times profound and almost poetic evocation of the life of a Marine Corps grunt
on the Western Front in World War I. The dominant theme is of how men accommodate themselves to the
appalling realization that they are in a hopeless situation in which they will be killed, and there is nothing
they can do to prevent it, and that no one other than their comrades will ever fully appreciate this
predicament: "The folks at home will never know the truth."
Mackin writes of the thrill and terror of battle, the feelings of fear and elation, and the awe at seeing other
men die: "It is always a show, no matter how terrifying."
To deal with this world of fear and death, men developed a sarcasm for weakness: "They make a bitter joke
of things to cover feelings"; "We learned to close our minds to the memory of men who fell. We took the
way of living day to day . . . We learned to laugh at everything in time. It carried us." Men lost their youth,
and in some ways matured, and in other ways were permanently scarred: "There was no singing now . . . The
faces had changed. . . . his scars would be deep, and never, never leave his eyes."

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
good
By william j bachteler
good
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